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“
The scientific evidence is unequivocal: 

climate change is a threat to human well-

being and the health of the planet. 

Any further delay in concerted global 

action will miss the brief, rapidly closing 

window to secure a liveable future.

This report offers solutions to the world.
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Improving food security

Effective options:

• Cultivar improvements

• Agroforestry

• Farm and landscape diversification

• Community-based adaptation

• Strengthening biodiversity

Wider benefits:

• Food security and nutrition

• Health and well-being

• Livelihoods

[Jacquelyn Turner / CCAFS CC BY-NC-SA 2.0; FAO / Riccardo De Luca]
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CHAPTER 5: FOOD , FIBER AND OTHER ECOSYSTEM 

PRODUCTS

FRAMEWORK

This chapter analyzes Food Systems

(Terrestrial, Marine and Fresh Water)

Addresses Impacts, Risks, Tradeoffs, 

Barriers and Limits to Adaptation

Contested issue “ Sustainable

Intensification”
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[Denis Onyodi / KRCS CC BY-NC 2.0]

There are limits to adaptation

• Even effective adaptation cannot prevent 

all losses and damages

• Above 1.5°C some natural solutions may 

no longer work.

• Above 1.5°C, lack of fresh water could 

mean that people living on small islands 

and those dependent on glaciers and 

snowmelt can no longer adapt.

• By 2°C it will be challenging to farm 

multiple staple crops in many current 

growing areas.
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